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ith literally thousands of options in to-
day's remodeling market, choosing the

right materials for your home can be rather
confusing. Worse yet, picking products that

suit your needs and finding the right designs
and styles that fit your home are even hard-

er. The key to remodeling your home is investing wisely and not
overlooking the little details that build tremendous value in the
long run.

In a kitchen remodel, the bulk of the expense is cabinetry, coun-
tertops, and appliances. Since these items provide the three most
important functions of a kitchen
(storage, preparation and dining
surfaces, and cooking and refrig-
eration), you should purchase the
highest quality material you can
afford. On that note, your budget
should cover more than just those
three items; budgeting in other
extra details during your planning
may well take your remodel from
good to great.

Paint matters. Repainting a
room yourself is one of the most
cost-effective ways to change the
appearance of a room. A few gal-
lons of paint will run you about
$100, but the results can be dramatic. Large areas of colors are al-
ways one of the first things people notice, and color greatly affects
the ambiance of a room. For instance, painting a room tan or green
will make the room warmer.  Alternatively, painting the room grey
creates a cooler, more contemporary effect.  And the greatest thing
about paint is, unlike buying new appliances or changing a room’s
layout, you can repaint again and again until you find the right
shade without incurring huge costs.

Lighting matters. Lighting is a key element in a successful re-
model; yet many people miss it in their planning. The three main

types of lighting include ambient, task, and accent lighting.
Ambient lighting, or general illumination, includes sunlight, un-
der-cabinet lights, ceiling lights, and pendants. Ambient light pro-
vides an overall lighting to the room. Task lighting is meant for
specific task areas, such as over the sink or stove. And accent light-
ing is focused and can draw attention to display items or illumi-
nate glass cabinets at a wet bar. Strategically utilizing all three
types of lighting can significantly improve the appearance of your
new kitchen.

Molding and trim matter. Depending on the style of the room,
molding and trim are often what "finishes off" the cabinetry, as

well as the room itself.  Instead of
a plain toe kick for the cabinetry,
try adding a baseboard. And in
appropriate areas, use a furniture
base for added effects. You can
also add extra molding or onlay
to areas such as a wooden hood
or a stand-alone glass display cab-
inet. Trim around the room adds
elegance and color.

Paint, lighting, and mold-
ing & trim are only a few of the
often forgotten aspects of a re-
model. Other elements such as
handles, window treatments,
plumbing fixtures, and other

personal decorative accents will all contribute to the remodel it-
self. Be sure to plan accordingly, budgeting these items into your
remodel.

For a professional consultation, contact us at MT Kitchen
Cabinets, Inc. (MTKC). We’re located at 2305 South El Camino Real,
San Mateo, CA 94403.
Call us at 650.638.9188 or visit our website: www.mtkc.net. You can
also reach us by email at support@mtkc.net, or at Expo Daily Home
Idea Center, 245 Charcot Ave, San Jose, CA 95131; 408.577.0755.
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